THE DIVINE FACE NEWSLETTER FROM REV. FR. GERARD MARY A. ANYANWU TO ALL DIVINE FACE ORGANIZATION MEMBERS, SEPTEMBER 8,2006.

         Dear brothers and sisters in the Divine Face,

 Honor to the Divine Face! I greet you again in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the very Face of God himself whom you are helping us to proclaim as real to those threatened by hopelessness. The past year has been exceptionally exciting, with lots of events. Of course the summary of it all is a hymn of praise to God who assures us of the victory so long as we work for him and with him.

       Some of the memorable and encouraging events of this period include: the successful taking delivery in September last year of the consignment we shipped; the erection of our chapel at the Divine Face Center as a Private Oratory with all the canonical rights with the installation of the Blessed Sacrament in it on December 8, 2005. That event was really celebrated. Next were the completion of the block work and the roofing of the top floor of the teachers' quarters. Some of the room on that floor were plastered and fitted with shutters for the Stewards to move in as planned.    

       We also have successfully had all the required encounters with the government and the examination councils for the accreditation of our secondary school. It was exhausting! We had to build 9 extra bath/restrooms for the girls’ hostel and one for visitors; a garage for the Camry to keep rats at bay; ceiled the boys’ hostel (though not completely); replaced our former electric generator with a more powerful one to carry the load required in our facilities; replaced the pump and pipes in the borehole. We hired four new teachers, adopted 10 more students who otherwise would be out of school, thus relieving their families of some load of anguish. Our students got the first place in the youths’ day celebration organized by our local government.  And here is a biggy! We successfully celebrated the graduation of the first set from our secondary school this year. That was one remarkable learning experience! Our school has come of age!

        Above all we are inexpressibly grateful to still have the assurance of God’s willingness to continue to work with us. He gives this assurance through the faithfulness of all of you to the Divine Face Organization. You know it for sure that it is only with you all helping that we are able to continue to make real our compassion for the poorest and the needy through our life and activities. May God be as faithful and even more so in fulfilling his promises to you! The icing on the cake came with the visit of our brother Mr. Chuck Huber. He is the new Chairman of our U.S. chapter of the Organization. His visit was indeed a big blessing from God through the intercession of Our Blessed Mother and St Joseph. It has added to the experience of Mr. Paul Denning who has visited us twice, and Miss Sandra Avila, that there is something to learn (gain) from the life of the very poor. And, moreover, that you, too, would enjoy a visit to Nigeria. Are you coming?

      We are hopeful that the coming year will bring still more blessings. There is hope that we shall get more members to join our Community soon. The Bishop is coming to visit us at the Divine Face Center on October 8, this year. The progress that we are making must have made some impression on him! We are retaining two of our adopted children who have graduated from the secondary school to help us take care of the other students during this school year until we know what next we can do for them. What a joy! And yet being able to take them to the next step in their education is a source of anxiety for us. Just high school education is only half of the way. Half education, they say, is dangerous.

      We still have the science laboratories building to construct. The government requires us also to have an auditorium for the conduct of the final high school exams. This past year we had to use the students’ refectory for the exams and that very much disturbed the rest of the activities of the school. And since we have difficulty in acquiring more property, we intend to raise the science laboratories building another floor higher to accommodate the auditorium. Up till now we have had a makeshift food store and kitchen for the students, and these are far from the students refectory, causing unnecessary delays in their meals time table which in turn affects many other things. We need to build a kitchen and store closer to the refectory. We have a piece of land donated to us for the students’ playing field, though it is yet to be cleared, leveled and planted with grass. We are negotiating to buy another piece of property to use in exchange (hopefully) for one of those very close to our buildings.

      In a very bad economy like we have it in Nigeria, money is hard to come by but the cost of living continues to rise out of reach for more and more people. And so more and more people are asking for our help in their various needs. May the all-merciful Father enable us – you our beloved co-workers in his vineyard, and us his humble Stewards - to continue giving it to them! 

   May his Face continue to shine brightly on you and all who are yours, now and forever!

Sincerely yours in the Divine Face,

Fr. Gerard Mary Anyanwu.

