AUGUST 15, 2007                     NEWSLETTER.
 
Dear co-operator in His Image and Friend of the Divine Face,
 
Peace to you from the One who shines on us his uplifting Face! So, lift up your face for here he comes again, the yearly bird. I am almost sure you have settled to hearing from me once a year, in spite of all my good will to do better. Just pray for me that I may not be judged for my unfulfilled good will for there are many instances of it. Thank you for your understanding that it is not intentional at all.
 
The year since my last communication has passed leaving many blessings and challenges.
blessings
1. THE BISHOP’S VISIT: I arrived home from the US on October 6, 2006, and two days later, on October 8, 2006, our bishop Most Rev. Dr. Victor A. Chikwe came to our school on an official visit. Of course it was not a surprise to us because before I left home for the US last year I had agreed with him on that visit. Yet that set the pace for the events that were to follow, that is, one following the other in quick succession, with hardly any breathing space in between. His visit went very well. He was delighted with what you, the Stewards and the teachers are doing for the children, their parents, the Church and society. He did Benediction for us, since it was on a Sunday, gave us his blessing again for our mission and renewed his support in every way necessary. It was a very happy day for all of us and one to remember for a long while since that was his first visit in this century, since we established the High School.
2. SCHOOL BUS: For more then four years we were without a bus to bring the children to school and that led to a considerable loss in the population of our school. But thanks to your help we were able to purchase a used mini bus for this purpose in March this year. Understandably the children were overjoyed. Much as the size and number of the bus is not adequate, since the children come from different directions, yet the difference is very clear. The children now come to school early and school starts much earlier more orderly than before. They also get home earlier at the end of school. Above all they are safer as they come and go. The parents are also happy. It is hoped that after so long an absence on the road, our bus will eventually attract more children to the school.
3. SECOND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION: The graduation of our first set of students from the High school in July last year was remarkable being the coming of age of the school establishment. However it had its hiccups as many first experiences do. But the graduating class of this year gave all of us involved in their training a great joy. The way they conducted themselves encouraged us very much as it is a sure proof that some good is coming from all our effort and investment in this mission. In my joy I promised every one of them an enlarged copy of their graduation photograph which I took with my own camera. With them also we established a home-coming of our alumni every 21st of December. Naturally they were proud of themselves! Their parents were also delighted to hear our commendations for/comments on their children during the graduation ceremony. I am sure you will be delighted to hear that so far six boys from our school have indicated their interest in
 becoming priests. So, something good is happening! Thanks be to God. We pray that they will persevere.
 
 
challenges
   1. LOSS IN STUDENT POPULATION: As I mentioned above, over the years we have gradually lost children in the Nursery and Primary school due to transportation problems. This past year we lost some students in the High school. On inquiry, we discovered that those left because they saw how we conducted the final exams for graduation in our school last year making sure that each student wrote the exam for himself/herself and on their own. It was quite different from what happens in the so-called state public schools where all kinds of malpractices form the normal way of things. They felt they could not make it the honest way we advocate. So, they left. But we are not shaken by that because we know that our society will only be changed by people who are prepared and determined to do what it takes to eliminate wrong doing. We are ready: you, our staff and the Stewards. So help us God.
   2. THE TEACHING STAFF: This, too, has had its share of fluidity. Some teachers have left because they became dissatisfied with what we agreed upon which was what we paid them monthly as their salary. But thanks be to God we were able to replace all those that have left. We do hope that at least on our part, we shall be able to retain those we have now and hope that they all perform as well as is expected of them. The economy is really very bad. As a consequence some who need a job badly catch on the offer of any job at all and as soon as they find some other better paying job they are ready to go. Hopefully we will be able to get sponsors to enable us keep our staff happy enough to stay with us. It means a whole lot for the proper and stable development of the children.
   3. STUDENTS FOR FURTHER EDUCATION: Three of the children we have been catering to - one whose parents are very poor and two who are orphans – are now ready to go to college. I strongly believe that we should not leave them with just high school education. With that they may not have much, if any opportunity at all, to contribute to the much desired change which is our purpose in all this. How I wish we could afford to send them to college! It would cost about $1500.00 a year for each to have college education for four years.
   4. HIGH COST OF LIVING: This has become a recurring decimal in all our Newsletters. Each year, our hope for an improvement is dashed on the rock of more corruption and greed leaving us more disappointed than before. As a result, not a whole lot was achieved in the area of structures this past year. Because of the lack of electric power supply by the government or its agencies, we spent a whooping sum of $6,200.00 on electricity alone in this period alone. Maintenance work on the facilities we have and the feeding of the students cost so much that it was not possible for us to do any work on the science laboratory building. It is still urgent that we get it finished because not only do we need to get the students into a normal laboratory environment, the auditorium which is part of that building is a pressing need. Its absence is disruptive in the normal program of the school. Whenever we have examinations in the school, the students are forced to have
 their lunch at about 5.00 pm because the examination takes place in their dinning hall.
   5. EROSION: For the past two years the government has been promising to check the menace of erosion on our compound. But up till now nothing has come true of that promise. Even before I came out on this trip it was getting difficult to drive out of our compound. And the rains had hardly started then. I have been in contact with the Stewards back home and they tell me that it has been raining a lot. We need to do something to save what we have from being washed away by erosion.
   6. OBITUARY: In January this year, we lost one of our students, Emmanuel Okereke, who was in the first year of the High School. He died of leukaemia. We also lost two parents of two of our students. On April 5, this year, too, my mother passed on to eternal rest after seven years of a sickness that defied all attempts to revive her. May they all rest perfectly in peace and pray for us who are still on the way.
 
GREETING
Once again, in the name of Christ Jesus the Friend of the poor and the Rewarder of those who care for them, in the name of our brothers and sisters in Nigeria to whom you are ministering God’s love, and in the name of Our Mother of Special Graces whose children you are providing for, I greet you with every amount of gratitude imaginable. Without your willingness to be good channels of God’s providence, the Divine Face Organization and her mission would have become one of those failed proposals. But thanks to your faithfulness and love God’s name is being glorified and his greatness magnified in the lives of a lot of people and for generations to come. May your love be eternal!
 
INVITATION
May I herewith invite you to a reception which has become an annual event at which the Divine Face Organization meets with our benefactors and sponsors to thank you all for your generous support. This year it will be held at St. Mary the Virgin Church on North Davis Drive on September 30, 2007 at 12 noon.
 
May God continue to bless you and yours in every way. Honour to the Divine Face!
Sincerely yours in His Image,
 
Rev. Fr. Gerard Mary A. Anyanwu
      Chief Steward
 LAUDETUR JESUS CHRISTUS!
