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(Concern for the needy)
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Dear Friend of the Divine Face,

HONOR TO THE DIVINE FACE, and happy New Millennium! Aren’t we grateful to God that he has brought us over the boundary of two
ages, namely the twentieth century and the second millennium, to see and be part of the twenty-first century and the third millennium? He
is saying to us, “Behold I make all things new”. So I hope that he has really renewed you and yours, especially by the Easter Mysteries that
we just celebrated a couple of months ago.

You may be surprised that I am back so early this year. If you are, 1 am too. A number of unforeseen situations were responsible: changes
in our diocesan and parish schedules back home in Nigeria, my younger sister’s silver jubilee of religious profession coming up on October
6, this year, changes in flight schedules, and above all Divine Providence. All these together conspired to bring me to the U.S. as early as
June 25 this year, almost two months earlier.

1 bring you very hearty greetings from Nigeria, especially from those whose lives you have graciously touched either directly by your
donations or indirectly through the changes that are evident in the lives of the
recipients of your charity. Very special greetings as always from the school chil-
dren of Our Mother of Special Graces Child Education Centre, the school you have
helped to establish and are helping to fund. It is growing as expected. Our school
bus is running and does indeed make a difference. Greetings from the members of
the Divine Face Organization in Nigeria whose dreams you are making real. And
in a very special way, greetings from the three young ladies, Eucharia, Maria
Assumpta and Gertrude, the Stewards who have voluntarily dedicated their lives
to ensuring that your donations and contributions are properly and effectively uti-
lized. Their humble but devoted efforts are highly commendable.

NEW MILLENNIUM.NEW REALITIES.

In my newsletter of last year, I did mention that we hoped to open the second- —— - -
ary school (the equivalent of the high school) last September. I am glad to inform P v inaaas ﬁsz;ﬁ(mém:f i Casrion MR
you that the Lord, being gracious as always, helped us realize that expectation in
November, with 25 students. Two of them have been dropped due to some irregularities. The others, their parents and many other people
who had been longing to see such a school in existence are really very happy and grateful. 1 assure you , we pray for your special inten-
tions every Wednesday when we have the Holy Mass in the school.

We have completed the structural work on the new building we started last year. You will remember that I said the building has a big
basement to serve as dormitory and the ground floor is to be used as class rooms/hall. For economic reasons, we are making sets of three-
bunk beds with solid wood for the students. With that arrangement, the basement should be able to take about 54 students. We have
decided to put the girls there because they are more in number than the boys. For the next academic year, we are expecting about 30 new
students. Of this number, about 16 will be girls. So going by the intake of an average
of 20 girls a year, we have enough room for the girls for the next two years. The
number of boys increased remarkably among those coming in next academic year,
from 4 this year to about 14. They are staying in a temporary building separated from
the girls’ dormitory by the elementary school block, the chapel and the residence of
the Stewards.

Also, part of the new realities is that I am on transfer to a new parish called St.
Michael’s, Lagwa since February 5th. The population of Catholics is over 8,000, and
there were two of us priests serving them until my associate was made parish priest
in May. Understandably I have had a lot of readjustment to do.

OUR ASPIRATION

It is still our humble aspiration and prayer that we be able to continue to
make life meaningful to those who otherwise would have no hope. The politi-
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[image: image2.jpg]cal atmosphere in Nigeria is a bit more relaxed. But the economy is still bedeviled by endemic corruption, and therefore worsens every
day. The weak and the helpless are always victims of such situations. We still wish to maintain the two-pronged approach we have estab-
lished for helping them, namely, supplying their immediate basic needs and the
education of their children. The cost of living goes higher and higher. For
example, the staple food that we call “gari” which previously used to be sold at
8 cups for approximately 60c now sells at 1 cup for 60c since the beginning of
this year. But for Divine Mercy and charitable support from people like you,
we certainly would have seen a calamity in that country. Unemployment keeps
increasing. We simply hope that the situation improves quickly. Meanwhile,
the number of needy families keeps increasing with the weight of living. With
that our concern increases too.
As we rejoice over the growth of our school, we need to keep up with it.
The classrooms of the primary school are overcrowded. Some have as many as
62 children in them. As I mentioned in my letter of last year, because of the very
low fees we take from the children, considering the financial ability of their par-
ents, we are not able to attract many teachers to help. The government has set up a very high salary scale that we cannot match.
Although all the teachers we have now are volunteers who are merely given some stipend monthly, the cost of living is making it difficult
for us to keep them. Someone suggested reducing the number of children in the school as a solution. We have no intention of doing that.
We believe anyone who comes to seek us out in the remote place where the school is located is really in need of our help. Many of the
parents bring as many as three or four chiidren, some even have five in the school. Some are even suggesting a sizeable increase in the
school fees. We are reluctant to do this also because that would put the parents who have up to four or five children in the school in a
financial bind, and make them withdraw some. For the secondary school, we need, as a matter of urgency, a science laboratory and
equipment, library and books.
The bulldmg we are hopmg will help us solve some of these problems is the same two-storied building we have put on hold since

e el 1995. Reference was made to this building in a previous 1999 newsletter, with the

" wish that it could be completed. Actually, we. should have continued work on it lasl

The new school building

order to effectively take possession of a piece of land that someone donated to us
lest we lose it.
1  The school apostolate is proving quite exciting, But at the same time it is
becoming quite as challenging. About 30 children are on scholarship, mostly chil-
dren of our adopted families. Many other parents have seen the good the school is
doing to the children we are training and are desirous to bring their own children to
M us. In the face of the needs we have (mentioned above), what do we do ?
Dear fellow caregiver, for that is what you have proved to be, have you any
Some of the hundreds of primary and nursery school children.  suggestions or special help for solutions ? Do you know someone, individual or
corporation that would be willing to give a scholarship to some of the children
whom their parents would like to but cannot send to our school? Presently, $25.00 would pay for a child in the nursery school for one
year, $30.00 would pay for a child in the primary school for a year, and $40.00 a2 month would pay for one in the secondary (equivalent of
junior high) school for one year. And for the teachers, $50.00 a month could help us get an extra teacher. Or do you know one who
would be glad to help us attract more teachers or provide the science laboratory or library ? If so, kindly ask them to contact me while 1
am here if they so wish. 1 would only be too glad to interact with them.

As 1 said at the beginning of this letter, the schedule for this trip changed so much that 1 had only one week to get ready. Therefore, it
was not possible to get letters from all our adopted families. So, please, if you have none, hold us excused. As always feel free to call me
at 817-467-7440. 1 am here till August 31, 2001. 1 will be very glad to speak with you. After September 1, you can contact Mr. Paul
Denning at 817-548-7688.

Meanwhile, I assure you that you are always in my prayers and Masses, asking God to
bless and reward you the way he knows best.

Sincerely yours in His Image,

~f—

Reyv. Fr. Akannamdi Gerard Mary Anyanwu (Chief Steward)

The two-story building yet to be constructed.
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