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emony for the nursery three and the 13 primary six children who are now
ready for the secondary school. Lots of people defied the rain to come and
were delightfully amazed at the performance of our children. That was cer-
tainly a remarkable landmark!

WE REMAIN GRATEFUL

And talking about secondary school, we expect to open our own secondary
school this September. Is that not great? We are proud of every one of you
for your faithfulness to your commitment to see children of the poor prepare
to face the challenges of life with self-confidence. Your fidelity has given
us the courage to believe that we can offer these children the possibility of

. s 5 < o The elementary six children on their graduation day
continued development in a congenial environment. We acknowledge with July 20, 2000.

great joy the special donation of $5,000 for the secondary school from the

same couple that provided funding for the telephone. Another sponsor has greatly upgraded his monthly donation from $50 to
$500. Wow! What generosity! Some who due to some difficulty suspended their participation for a brief period have picked
it up again. God bless all of you!

You should also be proud of yourself to hear that after seeing the display by our children on the graduation day, some parents
came to ask us to take their children into our secondary school. Our plan is to make the school special by being a boarding
school for boys and girls, understandably with dormitories for them separated by a safe distance and overseers in each dormi-
tory. This plan is going to be costly to execute as opposed to running a day-school, but given the prevailing circumstances of
our place, it is the only way we can be effective in our effort to educate the children properly. Our resolve is that, God willing,
we will be able to contribute to a change for the better in our society through the products of our school. We are going to face
a tough challenge in keeping the children in our school because the gov-
ernment is making every effort to lure the parents to send their children to
the public schools by declaring free education for the primary and second-
ary schools. Even in respect of teachers, the state has raised the salaries of
all workers. Yet the fees that we know the parents can pay cannot support
the level of the raise if the teachers are to be maintained. Tough!

The parents are contributing about 20% of the cost of the building we have
under construction for the secondary school. We are constrained by the
topography to have a basement that we intend to be the dormitory for the
boys in the building. The ground floor will serve as the classrooms.
Naturally, this project is gulping a huge chunk of our very lean funds. But
counting on your charity which has done such wonders already, we are
The dormitory for the secondary school at the decking stage. encouraged to believe that it can and will be accomplished. By now the
building is about to be roofed. Even though we intend to start using it when
roofed because the beginning of the school year is at hand, we will still need to equip both the dormitories and the classrooms.
And that means still more money.

I am in Arlington Texas till September 14. From that date till September 27. I will be in Houston. Then I shall come back to
Arlington. On October 5, I will leave the U.S. to go back to Nigeria. Should you wish to speak with me while I am in Arlington,
you can reach me at 817-467-7440 or in Houston at 713-413-3144.

EVER THOUGHT OF THIS?

I presume you have never been to Nigeria before. It is naturally a beautiful country. Generally speaking, the people are quite
warm and hospitable within their limitations. How about giving yourself a trip to Nigeria as a New Millennium treat. It would
be an opportunity for you to see first hand the wonderful fruits of your givings. I bet you, you would find it exciting!

Here is wishing you and yours all the blessings of God in the New Millennium.

Sincerely yours in His Image,

A—

/
Rev. Fr. Akannamdi Gerard Mary Anyanwu (Chief Steward)
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Dear Friend of the Divine Face,

HONOR TO THE DIVINE FACE, AND HAPPY MILLENNIUM! Here comes what may seem to have become an annual
(once-in-a-long-while) communication. I am certainly delighted by the fact that it is now possible for me to greet you again in
the name of all the members of the Organization and your adopted family. Happily, this year I was able to bring most of you a
letter and possibly a photography from your family in Nigeria. If you did not receive a letter from your family, it must be
because they cannot write and could not find anyone to write for them. So kindly bear with us and know that they appreciate
your wonderful generosity.

This is the year of the Great Jubilee being marked by the Church with several celebrations for the various parts making up the
Miystical Body of Christ. These celebrations have been organized to hold at different times. Many of these had taken place
before I left Nigeria, and had contributed to my inability to write you much earlier - as I had wished to do. I would like to
believe that you and your family are doing great and enjoying the Jubilee celebrations, too.

A YEAR OF EXCITEMENT

The past year has been made special by a number of events. One of them is the fact that one of you, our sponsors, enabled us
to get a telephone installed via wireless at the Divine Face center, way out in the country. We back home in Nigeria still see it
as a miracle to have the possibility of making phone calls from the villages. Our phone # is 011-234-(82) 440-573. We have
been very excited to be able to make and receive some calls from there. Well, you know miracles are not easy. So, if you call
that number and it does not go through satisfactorily, do not lose hope. “Your miracle is on the way!” - the Nigerian way. The
company that supplies the service promises that by December this year, everything should be working “perfectly”. Would you
like to try us after December?

Another special feature is that we eventually got the school bus running!
Alleluia! But that was at a very great cost. You should have seen the
schoolchildren jump around with excitement at the sight of it. We took
them out for some excursion in the bus and they were able to attend the
Children’s Day celebration this year in their bus and are very proud to have
sponsors like you. Kindly accept their heart-felt gratitude. One thing,
though, in which we are having some problem bringing the children to
school with the bus is the running cost. We have tried to make it possible

for everyone of them to benefit from the services of the bus by making their
financial contribution as little as 20¢ per day. Yet there are many whose par-
ents cannot afford to pay that. So, they have to walk to school.
Consequently they come late on account of the distance, and this is worst
when it rains. Think of what happens during our rainy season that lasts The school children standing by the school bus.
sometimes from April till October! How we wish we could carry on the

maintenance of the bus without their help!

It was equally thrilling to have our school participate for the first time in the government-organized examination for entrance into spe-
cial secondary schools. Out of the 13 children we had in primary six, six of them participated in that exam. All of them passed and four
of them were among those who had the highest scores in our State. Two of them are from two of the poor families that some of you
have adopted. But for that sponsorship, only God knows what these two bright children would be doing now, their talents wasted

through non-development.
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