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Dear friend, what all of us working together have been able to realize for the benefit of the needy in Nigeria bears a tremendous
testimony to the greatness of goodwill translated into action. This is particularly true of the children in our school. It is amaz-

ing to see the potentialities God has put in those children. Seeing these indicated in
the performance of the children continues to challenge us to provide the opportuni-
ties needed for the proper development of those potentialities.

Given the quality and standard of education offered in the public schools in our coun-
try, there is no way those children will ever have the opportunity to become the best
of what they can be if after they graduate from our elementary school they go to the
kind of secondary schools to which their parents can afford to send them. Therefore
their parents are earnestly requesting that we also provide a secondary school where
the children can continue with the quality of education they are now being given.
How about that!

The Challenge!

Providentially, there is the two-story building we started four years ago but could not continue for lack of funds. That building,
which was planned to house twelve classrooms, was almost at the lintel level of the ground floor when we suspended work on
it. I think it wonld he wonderful if we could get it decked next year so that as the first set graduates Our Mother of Special

Graces will continue to care for them in the next stage.

TRANSPORTATION PROBLEM

We are still struggling to realize the desire to provide suitable and dependable trans-
portation for our school children. The school bus you sent us last year is still in the
process of being modified to meet our needs. Hopefully some day we will be able to
go for an upgrade in the type of bus for the children. Someone may be moved by the
Spirit to help us actualize this valid dream.

HOPE RISING

On May 29 this year, there was a successful transition from military to civilian gov-
ernment in our country. The new president is showing signs that he means to put
things right. Please join us in praying that the good Lord may protect and keep him
faithful to his promises and persistent in his good efforts.

KINDLY EXCUSE ME

Fr. Gerard Mary inside the chapel.

Many of you must have expected to receive letters from your adopted families in
Nigeria through me this time. But as I said at the beginning of this letter, far too
many things were happening almost together in my life this year. As a result, before
I knew it, it was time for me to leave for this trip. However, the Stewards visit them
regularly and from time to time I do see some of them. Except one elderly woman
among them that died in July, they were all doing okay before I ieft. Pray with me
that my ability to cope exceed my multiplying responsibilities.

Thank you once again for being you and such a companion in making Christ pres-
ent in the lives of his beloved ones. Be assured of His presence in yours and of

The Chapel at the Divine Face Centre. being admitted into His presence when the present comes to pass.

God bless you and yours always.
Sincerely yours in His Image,
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Rev. Fr. Akannamdi Gerard Mary Anyanwu (Chief Steward)
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DIVINE FACE ORGANIZATION

(Concern for the needy)

Newsletter - August 1999
Dear Friend of the Divine Face,

HONOR TO THE DIVINE FACE! It is with a heart full of love and gratitude that I address you. I can hardly believe that it
has been one year since my last communication. Iimagine that gives you some idea what sort of time I have had. Itis my hope
that you had a wonderful time yourself, and that you and your family are doing very well. Thank God!

WE CELEBRATE

This is the twenty-fifth anniversary of my priestly ordination. As I prayerfully reflect on how it
has been, I see your coming into my priestly life as a very special gift of God in these last few
years that makes the whole period of twenty-five years radiant. This is so because you have been
a great encouragement to me in my ardent desire to have fulfilled my dream of making the gloom
of poverty light up before the presence of real love. 1
thank you so very much for enabling me to celebrate.

The high point of that celebration was on the actual date
of my ordination, April 21. On that day, many of the
poor people whom the Divine Face Organization has
been catering to gathered at the Divine Face Center,
Thitteafoukwu Mbaise in Nigeria to join with the mem-
bers of the Organization, the school children you are The statue oulside of the Chapel
o . in honor of Fr. Gerard Mary’s
also helping us to educate, as well as their parents to Silver Jubilee.
A painting in Fr. Gerard Mary's parish church to offer a Sacrifice of thanksgiving (the holy Mass). After
commemorate his Silver Jubilee. 5 .

the Mass, there was a reception organized for me. I was very deeply touched to see
how much love our humble service to those people and their children had generated in them. I thought of you! I praise God
for you! Also as a remarkable acknowledgement of the Blessed Virgin's motherly affection and care for me, I formally assumed
her name on this occasion of my silver jubilee celebration. So I am henceforth known as Fr. Gerard Mary.

THE MILLENNIUM SPECIAL

On March 2 this year, our school, Our Mother of Special Graces Child
Education Centre became erected as a full fledged primary school with the
government approval granted to us to add primary six, the highest class for
such a school. So ours was among the end-of-the-millennium approvals grant-
ed by our country. Still more special is the fact that the first graduates from
our school will be among the-beginning-of-the-millennium graduates of the
third millennium! I am confident that they will be the best.

Meanwhile on July 26, we had a graduation ceremony for our nursery three
children. There were 35 of them. They were very cute! On that occasion we
also had groundbreaking for an assembly hall which the association of parents Graduation Day!
and teachers had offered to build for the children.

* continued on back *
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